
T R A N S M I T T A L   M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: The Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM:  Karl R. Amylon, City Manager 

DATE: February 9, 2021 

RE: Resolution No. 21-2802 – Approving a Resolution of the Assembly of 
the Ketchikan Gateway Borough, Council of the City of Ketchikan, 
and Council of the City of Saxman Urging the Federal Government to 
Issue a Temporary Waiver to the Passenger Vessel Services Act and 
Asking the CDC to Issue Technical Guidance to Allow Cruise Lines 
to Resume Operations in Alaska in 2021 

The attached resolution was prepared by Assistant Borough Manager Deanna 
Thomas, who requested that it be placed before the City Council for consideration at its 
meeting of February 18, 2021. If adopted, Resolution No. 21-2802 is a joint resolution of 
the City Council, the Ketchikan Gateway Borough Assembly and the Saxman City 
Council urging the Federal Government to issue a temporary waiver to the Passenger 
Vessel Services Act and asking the CDC to issue technical guidance to allow cruise 
lines to resume operations in Alaska in 2021. 

Attached for City Council review is documentation in support of the resolution. 

A motion has been prepared for City Council consideration. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the City Council adopt the motion approving Resolution 
No. 21-2802 urging the Federal Government to issue a temporary waiver to the 
Passenger Vessel Services Act and asking the CDC to issue technical guidance to allow 
cruise lines to resume operations in Alaska in 2021. 

Recommended Motion: I move the City Council approve Resolution No. 21-2802 
urging the Federal Government to issue a temporary waiver to the Passenger Vessel 
Services Act and asking the CDC to issue technical guidance to allow cruise lines to 
resume operations in Alaska in 2021. 
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KETCHIKAN GATEWAY BOROUGH  
CITY OF KETCHIKAN 

CITY OF SAXMAN 
 

BOROUGH RESOLUTION NO. 2887; 
CITY OF KETCHIKAN RESOLUTION NO. 21-2802; 
CITY OF SAXMAN RESOLUTION NO. 02.2021.02 

 
A Joint Resolution of the Assembly of the Ketchikan Gateway Borough, Council 
of the City of Ketchikan, and Council of the City of Saxman, Urging the Federal 
Government to Issue a Temporary Waiver to the Passenger Vessel Services Act 
and Asking the CDC to Issue Technical Guidance to Allow Cruise Lines to 
Resume Operations in Alaska in 2021 

 
R E C I T A L S 

 
A.       WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, the Mayors of the Ketchikan Gateway Borough, City 

of Ketchikan and City of Saxman issued a joint Declaration of Local Disaster 
Emergency based on the significant health and economic threat posed to the 
Borough and its citizens by the COVID-19 virus; and 

B.       WHEREAS, since the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Ketchikan Gateway 
Borough, City of Ketchikan, City of Saxman along with the State of Alaska and 
Federal government have implemented historic measures to address the pandemic. 
This includes robust contact tracing, widely available free COVID-19 testing, and 
community mitigation strategies; and 

C.       WHEREAS, as of February 4, 2021, 315 individuals staying or residing in Ketchikan 
have tested positive for COVID-19 with two patients deceased. The community has 
maintained lower COVID-19 rates compared to other parts of Alaska and the country 
in large part due to the COVID-19 mitigation efforts in place. Vaccination efforts are 
now in full force; and 

D.       WHEREAS, the community has simultaneously suffered massive social and 
economic effects of the COVID-19 pandemic from lost classroom time to the 
shuttering of local businesses and decreased municipal revenues that are used to 
provide critical services; and 

E.       WHEREAS, Ketchikan’s cruise ship industry, which is a cornerstone of the local 
economy, has sustained substantial losses with the entire 2020 cruise ship season 
cancelled; and 

F.       WHEREAS, 1.25 million passengers were projected to visit Ketchikan during the 
cancelled season. The resulting economic loss is estimated at $263 million; and 
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